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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1 1 . (currently amended): A method for displaying an e-mail collection, 

2 the e-mail collection including a plurality of e-mail messages assigned to one or 

3 more categories and subcategories, the method comprising: 

4 defining a di s play specification to sp ecify a manner in which e-mail 

5 messages assigned into each of the categories a nd subcategories are to be 

6 displayed in a top-level representation, com prising each of; 

7 specifying a plurality of category-specific arrangements of e-mail 

8 messages in differing levels of granularity that are specific to the categories and 

9 subcategories to which the e-mail message s are assigned: 

10 specifying a plurality of display-spec ific arrangements of e-mail 

11 messages in differing levels of granularity that are specific to the display to which 

12 the e-mail messages are assigned: and 

13 specifying a plurality of layouts of the category-specific 

14 arrangements and the display-specific arrangements that are speci fic to the display 

15 upon which the e-mail messages are displayed: and 

1 6 displaying each of the categorized e-mail m essages in accordance with a 

1 7 user defin e d the display specificatio n, wher e in the diaplay specification speoifiea, 

18 for oaoh oatogory and subcat e gory, the mann e r in which the mosaageo cat e goriz e d 

19 within that particular oatogory or subcat e gory ore to be displayed in a top l e v e l 

20 r e presentation of the entire e mail collection; and 

21 wher e in at leant one category or s ubcategory ia displayed in a diff e r e nt 

22 mfinner than at l e an one other category or subcat e gory using the category-specific 

23 arrangement and the display-specific arrangement for the category or subcategory 

24 to which the e-mail message is assigned, and using the layout for the display upon 

25 which the e-mail message is displayed . 
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1 2. (currently amended): The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

2 receiving a plurality of the display specifications from a user; 

3 storing the received display specifications; 

4 receiving a user selection of one of the plurality of stored display 

5 specifications; and 

6 displaying the e-mail collection in accordance with the user selected 

7 display specification. 



1 3. (previously presented): The method of claim 1 , wherein the display 

2 specification provides that the e-mail messages in at least one of the plurality of 

3 categories and subcategories are encapsulated into threads, and that the top-level 

4 display of the entire e-mail collection includes one item from each thread, 

1 4. (previously presented): The method of claim 1 , wherein the display 

2 specification provides that the messages in at least one of the plurality of 

3 categories and subcategories are encapsulated in the corresponding category, and 

4 that the top-level display of the entire e-mail collection includes one item from the 

5 corresponding category. 

1 5. (previously presented): The method of claim 1 , wherein the display 

2 specification includes a plurality of user-defined rule-based categories, wherein at 

3 least one of the plurality of user-defined rule-based categories is nested within 

4 another of the plurality of user-defined rule-based categories, and wherein the 

5 nested user-defined rule-based category is displayed differently than the another 

6 of the plurality of user-defined rule-based categories. 

1 6. (previously presented): The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

2 providing an editor window display which lists the plurality of categories 

3 and a plurality of message display alternatives for the top-level representation of 

4 the e-mail collection and each of the plurality of categories; and 

5 receiving and storing a user selection of one of the plurality of message 
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6 display alternatives for at least one of the plurality of categories. 

1 7. (previously presented); The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

2 providing at least one tool button on the top-level representation of the e- 

3 mail collection that is adapted to receive a user command to perform an operation 

4 on one or more messages associated with an identified item; and 

5 performing the operation on the one or more messages associated with the 

6 identified item in response to a user operation of the tool button.. 

1 8. (previously presented): A computer controlled display system for 

2 displaying an e-mail collection, the e-mail collection including a plurality of e- 

3 mail messages assigned to one or more categories and subcategories, the system 

4 comprising: 

5 a display specification defined to specify a man ner in which e-mail 

6 messages assigned into each of the categories and subc ategories are to be 

7 dis played in a top-level representation* comprising each of: 

g a plurality of category-specific arrangements of e-mail messages in 

9 differing levels of granularity that are specific to the categories and s ubcategories 

10 to which the e-mail messages are assigned: 

11 a plurality of display-specific arrangements of e-mail messages in 

12 differing levels of granularity that are specific to the display to which the e-mail 

13 messages are assigned: and 

14 a plurality of layouts of the category-specific arrangements and the 

15 display-specific arrangements that are specific to the display upon which the e- 

16 mail messages are displayed: 

1 7 a display for presenting the e-mail coll e ction messages o n a viewing area 

18 of the display; and 

1 9 a processor that is adapted to control the display to display each of t he 

20 cat e goriz e d e-mail m essages in accordance with a uaor d e fin e d the d isplay 

2 1 specificatio n, wh e r e in th e display opacification specifies, for e ach oat e gory and 
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22 subcategory, th e manner in which the mogaagoo categorized within that particular 

23 cat e gory or suboat e gory aro to b e dioplay e d in - a top level representation of th e 

24 entire o mail collection, and 

25 wherein at least on e category or ouboatogory io dioplay e d in a different 

26 manner thnn nt ™™ nnt» g nry nr r . iihofitQgnrv using the category-specifis 

27 arrangement and the display-specific arrangement for the category or subcategor y 

28 to which the e-mail message is assigned, and us ing the layout for the display upon 

29 which the e-mail message is displayed . 

1 9. (currently amended): The system of claim 8, wherein the processor 

2 is further adapted to: 

3 receive a plurality of fhe display specifications from a user; 

4 store the received display specifications; 

5 receive a user selection of one of the plurality of stored display 

6 specifications; and 

7 display the e-mail collection in accordance with the user selected display 

8 specification. 

1 10. (previously presented): The system of claim 8, wherein the display 

2 specification provides that the e-mail messages in at least one of the plurality of 

3 categories and subcategories are encapsulated into threads, and that the top-level 

4 display of the entire e-mail collection includes one item from each thread. 

1 11. (previously presented): Hie system of claim 8, wherein the display 

2 specification provides that the messages in at least one of the plurality of 

3 categories and subcategories are encapsulated in the corresponding category, and 

4 that the top-level display of the entire e-mail collection includes one item from the 

5 corresponding category. 

1 1 2. (previously presented): The system of claim 8, wherein the display 

2 specification includes a plurality of user-defined rule-based definitions of 

OA Resp - 5 - 

PACE 7M8 • RCVD AT 1*4/2007 6:23:28 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/33 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID: 20 638 13999 * DURATION (mm-ss):07-26 



01/04/2007 03:44 2063813999 



PATRICK JS INOUYE PS 



PAGE 08 



Response to Non-Final Office Action 
Docket Na A0988 
Attorney Docket No. 022.0522.US.UTL 

3 categories, wherein at least one of the plurality of user-defined rule-based 

4 categories is nested within another of the plurality of user-defined rule-based 

5 categories, and wherein the nested user-defined rule-based category is displayed 

6 differently than the another of the plurality of user-defined rule-based categories.. 

1 13. (previously presented): The system of claim 8, wherein the 

2 processor is further adapted: 

3 to provide an editor window display which lists the plurality of categories 

4 and a plurality of message display alternatives for the toy-level representation of 

5 the e-mail collection and each of the plurality of categories; 

6 to receive and store a user selection of one of the plurality of message 

7 display alternatives for at least one of the plurality of categories. 

1 14. (previously presented): The system of claim 8, wherein the 

2 processor is further adapted: 

3 to provide a tool button on the top-level representation of the e-mail 

4 collection that is adapted to receive a user command to delete messages associated 

5 with an identified item; and 

6 to delete the messages associated with the identified item in response to a 

7 user operation of the tool button, 

1 15. (previously presented): The system of claim 8, wherein the 

2 processor is further adapted: 

3 to receive a user command from at least one tool button on the top-level 

4 representation of the e-mail collection and 

5 to perform the operation on the one or more messages associated with the 

6 identified item in response to a user operation of the tool button. 

1 16. (previously presented): An information storage media comprising 

2 information that displays an e-mail collection, the e-mail collection including a 
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3 plurality of e-mail messages assigned to one or more categories and 

4 subcategories, the information comprising: 

5 a display specification to specify a manner in which e-ma il messages 

6 assigned into each of the categories and subcategories are to be displayed in a tQP- 

7 level representation* comprising each of: 

8 a plurality of category-specific arrangements of e-mail messages in 

9 differing levels of granularity that are specific to the categorie s and subcategories 

10 to which the e-mail messages are assigned: 

11 a plurality of display-specific arrangements of e-m ail messages in 

12 differing levels of granularity that are specific to the disp lay to which the e-mail 

13 messages are assigned: and 

14 a plurality of layouts of the category-specific arrangements and the 

15 display-specific arrangements that are specific to the display upon w hich the e- 

16 mail messages are displayed: and 

1 7 information that displays each of the e at e goriz e d e-mail messages in 

1 8 accordance with a us e r defin e d the display specificatio n, wherein the display 

19 specification sp e cifics, for each category and subcategory, th e manner in whioh 

20 the messag e s cat e gorized within that particular category or subcat e gory arc to be 

21 display e d in a top level representation of th e entire e - mail oollootion; and 

22 wherein at least on e cat e gory or subcat e gory is displayed in a differ e nt 



23 mann e r than at l e ast one other cat e gory or subcat e gory using the category-specific 

24 arrangement and the display-specific arrangement for the category or subcategory 

25 to which the e-mail message is assigned, and using the layout for the display upon 

26 which the e-mail message is displayed . 



1 17. (currently amended): The media of claim 16, further comprising: 

2 information that receives a plurality of the display specifications from a 
3 . user; information that stores the received display specifications; 

4 information that receives a user selection of one of the plurality of stored 

5 display specifications; and 
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6 information that displays the e-mail collection, in accordance with the user 

7 selected display specification. 

1 18. (previously presented): The media of claim 1 6, wherein the display 

2 specification provides that the e-mail messages in at least one of the plurality of 

3 categories and subcategories are encapsulated into threads, and that the top-level 

4 display of the entire e-mail collection includes one item from each thread. 

1 1 9. (previously presented): The media of claim 1 6, 

2 wherein the display specification provides that the messages in at least one 

3 of the plurality of categories and subcategories are encapsulated in the 

4 corresponding category, and that the top-level display of the entire e-mail 

5 collection includes one item from the corresponding category. 

1 20. (previously presented): The media of claim 16, wherein the 



2 display specification includes a plurality of user-defined rule-based categories, 

3 wherein at least one of the plurality of user-defined rule-based categories is nested 

4 within another of the plurality of user-defined rule-based categories, and wherein 

5 the nested user-defined rule-based category is displayed differently than the 

6 another of the plurality of user-defined rule-based categories. 



1 21 . (previously presented): The media of claim 1 6, further comprising: 

2 information that provides an editor window display which lists the 

3 plurality of categories and a plurality of message display alternatives for the top- 

4 level representation of the e-mail collection and each of the plurality of 

5 categories; and 

6 information that receives and stores a user selection of one of the plurality 

7 of message display alternatives for at least one of the plurality of categories. 

1 22. (previously presented): The media of claim 1 6, further comprising 

2 information that: 
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3 receives a user command via at least one tool button on the top-level 

4 representation of the e-mail collection that is adapted to receive a user command 

5 to perform an operation on one or more messages associated with an identified 

6 item; and 

7 performs the operation on the one or more messages associated with the 

8 identified item in response to a user operation of the tool button, 

1 23 . (previously presented): The method of claim 1 , wherein the 

2 messages within the categories and subcategories may be displayed as at least two 

3 of: messages; threads; and groups. 

1 24. (previously presented): The system of claim 8, wherein the 

2 messages within the categories and subcategories may be displayed as at least two 

3 of: messages; threads; and groups. 

1 25 . (previously presented): The media of claim 1 6, wherein the 

2 wherein the messages within the categories and subcategories may be displayed 

3 as at least two of: messages; threads; and groups. 

1 26. (previously presented): The method of claim 1, wherein the display 

2 specification provides that each of the messages in at least one of the plurality of 

3 categories and subcategories are displayed separately in the top-level display of 

4 the entire e-mail collection. 

1 27. (previously presented): The method of claim 1, wherein the display 

2 specification provides that at least one of the plurality of categories and 

3 subcategories, and each of the messages categorized therein, is to be omitted from 

4 the top-level display of the entire e-mail collection. 

1 28. (previously presented): The method of claim 7, farther comprising: 

2 supplying a tool button associated with an item requesting expansion of 

3 the item, and 
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4 if the expansion is requested, differentially performing the expansion of 

5 the item. 

1 29. (previously presented): The method of claim 28, further 

2 comprising expanding an item representing an entire category or subcategory on 

3 the top-level representation of the e-mail collection by displaying a list of threads 

4 whose messages are categorized within the category or subcategory selected for 

5 expansion. 

1 30. (previously presented): The method of claim 28, further 

2 comprising expanding an item representing an individual thread on the top-level 

3 representation of the e-mail collection by displaying the messages associated with 

4 the selected thread as a single document represented by a tree-like thread structure 

5 including at least one initial part of each of the messages. 

1 31. (previously presented): The system of claim 8, wherein the display 

2 specification provides that each of the messages in at least one of the plurality of 

3 categories and subcategories are displayed separately in the top-level display of 

4 the entire e-mail collection. 

1 32. (previously presented): The system of claim 8, wherein the display 

2 specification provides that at least one of the plurality of categories and 

3 subcategories, and each of the messages categorized therein, is to be omitted from 

4 the top-level display of the entire e-mail collection. 

1 33. (previously presented): The method of claim 15, wherein the 

2 processor is further adapted: 

3 to receive a user command from a tool button associated with an item 

4 requesting expansion of the item; and 

5 if the expansion is requested, to differentially perform the expansion of the 

6 item. 
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1 34. (previously presented): The method of claim 33, wherein the 

2 processor is further adapted to expand an item representing an entire category or 

3 subcategory on the top-level representation of the e-mail collection by displaying 

4 a list of threads whose messages are categorized within the category or 

5 subcategory selected for expansion. 

1 35. (previously presented): The method of claim 33, wherein the 

2 processor is further adapted to expand an item representing an individual thread 

3 on the top-level representation of the e-mail collection by displaying the messages 

4 associated with the selected thread as a single document represented by a tree-like 

5 thread structure including at least one initial part of each of the messages. 
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